24 September 2008

Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting on September 12, 2008

Attending:  Williams, Agee, Bass, Tyburczy, Weidner, Duffy, Sharp and Liebermann

Absent:  None
1.  Minutes of June 28, 2008 meeting.

Approved for installation on website.
2.  Plans for strategic planning workshop in Tempe, Arizona in early March 2009.  Williams and Tyburczy to report.
Meeting site will be Fiesta Resorts in Tempe, Arizona on March 2-5, 2009.

March 3-4 will be devoted to plenary talks and breakout sessions, with Writing Committee to stay on March 5 to prepare working draft.

Target is 40-60 attendees for main meeting and 5-10 for active writing group.

Tyburczy to work with COMPRES Central to confirm booking with Fiesta Resorts.

Need to identify Chairs of the Workshop and a Writing Group [with an editor-in-chief]

Williams and Liebermann to consult on initial list of invitees, using the participants in the Miami 2003 workshop and the COMPRES Annual Meetings as a starting point.

3.  Equipment at beamlines whose operation is supported by COMPRES.  

Should COMPRES consider a statement of principle and/or a policy?

What is the provenance of funding the purchase of such equipment and who owns it after purchase.  As COMPRES is not incorporated, the ownership rests, as with other NSF grants with the institution which purchased the equipment [e.g., Princeton, Chicago, Berkeley].

NSLS and other DOE facilities do not have an official policy on such matters.
ExComm requested that the Facilities Committee consider drafting a statement of principle with regard to these issues, in consultation with the Infrastructure Development Committee, which has also funded equipment purchases [e.g., for the Brillouin project, the multi-anvil cell project and the gas-loading DAC project].

3. Site visits by Infrastructure Development Committee

 In Fall 2008, the ID Committee is planning to pay site visits to multi-anvil project at the ASU and the APS [where there are several ongoing ID projects].
4.  Annual reports from Faciliites operations and ID projects

In preparation for evaluation of progress in Year #2 and review of Program Plans and Budget Requests for Year #3 of COMPRES II, the Standing Committees will be requesting annual reports from all PIs by the end of October, for review in November and reports and recommendations to the ExComm at the AGU in December 2008.

The ID Committee will also be issuing a call for new infrastructure initiatives, including workshops and pilot projects.
5.  Report from grad student breakout session at Cheyenne Mountain

Initial discussion of this report resulted in following responses:

a.  Agree to allow graduate students to expand the committee to provide 



continuity from year to year.

b.  E-mail list of graduate students and postdocs to be constructed by Lili Gao.

c.  Special session of program at Annual Meeting in 2009 to be dedicated to short


oral presentations by graduate students and postdocs.

d.  Feature research by graduate students and postdocs on Home Page of website.


This has already occurred—see Archives of Science Highlights.

e.  Discussion forum for graduate students and postdocs.


Central Office provided funding for purchase of computer program to enable Matt 
Whitaker to do this.

f.  Awards for graduate students


ExComm recommends that advisors nominate their outstanding students 


for awards such as those sponsored by the AGU Focus Group on Mineral and 
Rock Physics.

g.  Research grants for graduate students


ExComm prefers to use any funds for this purpose to enable graduate 


students to travel to beamlines at national facilities to perform their 


experiments [in addition to the housing support in the dorms 



already provided].  Such travel awards could even be for non-users 


to tag along and see what type of experiments are possible 




to expand their horizons.

h.  Proposal writing workshop


ExComm likes this idea and will work with student committee to organize.

6.  Distinguished Lectures of COMPRES for 2008-09.  

A number of institutions responded to our initial public announcement of this new program in May 2008.  Liebermann to follow up and coordinate with lecturers Wendy Mao and David Walker.

Liebermann also to send special note to select undergraduate colleges of arts and sciences, which were a specific target of this lecture series.

7.  Robert Detrick new DD for EAR at NSF.  
Announcement of this appointment placed on COMPRES Home Page for two weeks.

Detrick to take up his post at NSF on November 3, 2008.
Note: Liebermann met Detrick at IRIS workshop in Denver on Sept 18-10 and introduced him to COMPRES [and gave him a personal copy of the Bass Report].
8.  Newsletters for COMPRES.

Jiuhua Chen has agreed to continue as Editor and plans are underway for next issue in October 2008.

9.  Dates and Site for 2009 Annual Meeting of COMPRES.

Dates:  Plan to avoid overlap/conflict with Gordon Conference on Interior of Earth [June 14-19] at Mt Holyoke College and Goldschmidt Conference on June 21-26 in Davos, Switzerland.  Liebermann to explore possible options and report back to ExComm.

Site:  Most likely in Eastern U. S., specifically New England in view of the Gordon Conference at Mt Holyoke.

10.  Website re-design

Liebermann is drafting a Site Map and navigation strategies in consultation with

Web Coordinator at Stony Brook to come up with revised website which is more user-friendly, following the recommendations of the subcommittee in June 2008.
In the meantime, COMPRES Central Office [Emily Vance with advice from Glenn Richard] is updating the current website.

11.  Plans for new beamlines at NSLS-II

In response to inquiry from David Lambert, Williams and Liebermann to prepare summary of the current state of developments for discussion during a visit to EAR on Oct 2, 2008.

12.  Plans for Breakfast meetings of COMPRES committees at the Fall AGU Meeting.

Tuesday, Dec 16 

Facilities Committee plus Quentin Williams and Bob Liebermann 

Wednesday, Dec 17 

Infrastructure Committee plus Quentin Williams and Bob Liebermann 

Thursday, Dec 18 

Executive Committee plus Tom Duffy and Tom Sharp 

All breakfast meetings to be held at

XYZ Restaurant 

181 Third Street at Howard St. 

TEL (415)-817-7836 

from 7:00 to 9:00 AM. 

11.  Next ExComm Meeting

Friday, September 26 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM [East Coast time]—THIS MEETING WAS LATER CANCELLED.

Next Meeting will be Friday, Oct 10 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM [East Coast time]
