8 October  2007
Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting of Monday, Oct 8, 2007

Attending:  Williams, Agee, Brown,  Weidner, Duffy,and Liebermann

Absent:  Bass, Ross

1.  High Pressure Synchrotron Meeting at the APS 

On September 26, Yanbin Wang submitted a proposal requesting $14,000 in support from COMPRES for this workshop. 
The ExComm pleased to hear about this workshop and complimented Wang and his colleagues for organizing it.  

However, the ExComm was disappointed that the proposal did not define a specific mission for the workshop nor indicate what the outcome or product of the workshop would be.  In addition, the ExComm noted that of the US participants who had committed to attend, only 3 were from outside the state of Illinois.  That did not seem to be sufficiently representative of the mineral physics-synchrotron community in the US.

On this basis, the Executive Committee decided not to approve financial support for this workshop.  .

The COMPRES Central office will be happy to provide logistic support to advertize this workshop,as we did in sending out the notice last week.

2.  Site for 2008 Annual Meeting of COMPRES 

Ann Lattimore  prepared a summary of  the best options that she has identified.  Both are in Colorado, at Keystone and at Cheyenne Mountain. 

After review of these options, including comparison with the 2004-2007 annual meeting venues, the ExComm decided to hold the 2008 Annual Meeting at the Cheyenne Mountain House near Colorado Springs, Colorado.
3.  Breakfast meetings of COMPRES committees at Fall AGU 2007. 

All meetings to be from 7:00 to 9:00 AM at the XYZ Restaurant on 3rd street [at Howard].

Schedule:
Thursday, Dec 13:  Executive Committee

Wednesday, Dec 12:  Facilities Committee [Duffy to confirm]

Monday, Dec 10 or Tuesday, Dec 11:  Infrastructure Development Committee [Ross to decide].
4.  COMPRES Lecture series 

Mike Brown has suggested that we institute a series of COMPRES lectures, perhaps modelled on the MARGINS model or the MSA Distinguished Lecture Series.
The ExComm was very enthusiastic about this new initiative.  Brown was asked to provide a plan of how to proceed with the objective of advertising such a series for the 2008-2009 academic year in Spring 2008.

Tentative plan would be to identify two outstanding lecturers for the first year who would be expected to give between 5-8 lectures at different institutions.

Funding for travel would come from COMPRES and for local expenses from the host institution.
5.  INC Committee 

Jay Bass has agreed to Chair a Special Committee to explore the advantages and disadvantages of incorporation for COMPRES.   

The following persons have been invited to serve on this committee:
Michael Brown--ACCEPTED 

Guy Masters--ACCEPTED 

Louise Kellogg--ACCEPTED
The expectation is that the Special Committee will offer a preliminary report at our Fall AGU ExComm meeting. 

6.  Membership in COMPRES from US institutions 

a.  Both Georgia State University and the University of Vermont have indicated that they wish to suspend their membership as the mineral and rock physicists on their faculty, Pamela Burnley and Tracy Rushmer respectively, have left for other institutions. 

That would leave 49 US members, including the University of Michigan which joined over the summer. 
The ExComm requested that the President contact Electors/Alternate Electors from institutions which have been relatively inactive to ascertain if they wish to continue their membership.

Other US institutions which have expressed an interest in submitted applications for membership include:
Harvard University 
Stanford University
Boston University 

Brown University 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

The ExComm encouraged the President to be pro-active in cultivating new US members as well as foreign affiliates.
7.  Meetings for Fall 2007 will be on 

Mondays from
2:00 to 4:00 PM [East Coast time].
Dates:
Oct 22

Nov 5

Nov 19

Dec 3

Breakfast meeting at the AGU will be on Thursday, Dec 13 [see item #3 above].
