27 October 2005

Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting on October 26, 2005 

Attending:  Green, Bass (late), Brown (late), Weidner, Rivers, and Liebermann

Absent:  Ross and Williams.  Bass and Brown for first part of meeting.

1.  Minutes of ExComm meeting of Oct 12, 2005.  Notes for ExComm have already been approved by the Secretary and the Chair.   Minutes were approved for installation on the COMPRES website.

2.  2006 Annual Meeting of COMPRES

A  revised summary of quotations from potential sites for this meeting on June 20-23, 2006 was presented.  This summary included 4 choices of location:

a.  The Inn at Loretto in Santa Fe, NM.

b.  Winter Park Mountain Lodge in Winter Park, CO

c.  Keystone Resort and Conference Center in Keystone, CO

d.  Snowbird Ski and Summer Resort in Snowbird, UT


These options differed in both location, facilities and costs per attendee.   Based on the costs and location, the ExComm narrowed the choice to Winter Park and Snowbird.  Liebermann to consult with J. R. Smyth who is familiar with both sites.
3.  New members in COMPRES

a.  The ExComm unanimously approved the applications from the Los Alamos National Laboratory [with Yusheng Zhao as Elector and Gary Neal Chestnut as Alternate Elector] and Ehime University in Japan [with Tetsuo Irifune as non-voting representative].

4.  The  feature article written for EOS by Liebermann on behalf of the Executive Committee and the COMPRES community appeared in the 4 October 2005 issue [Vol. 86, No 40, pp. 365,373]. It can be downloaded as a pdf version of this article using the link on the COMPRES Home Page at http://www.compres.stonybrook.edu/Publications/RCL%20EOS%20MS/Published_article.pdf

5.  Liebermann and Green sent a list of "talking points" to Russ Kelz at EAR-NSF in the hope that these will be of use to Kelz and his colleagues in persuading the Office of Integrative Activities [OIA-which oversees the MRI program] to eliminate partners and subawardees from being counted against an institution's quota of 3 proposals per year.  

Kelz reported that the representatives from the Directorate for Geosciences [EAR, ATM, and OCE] met to discuss this matter and then requested a meeting with Dr. Dragana Brakovic of the OIA;  she declined to meet with them and informed them that no policy changes would be considered for the FY06 competition.  Furthermore, OIA appears to have decided NOT to take into consideration the recommendations of its own Committee of Visitors for the FY06 competition.


Green and Liebermann will write directly to Margaret Leinen, Assistant Director for Geosciences, to appeal for her intercession on behalf of all in Geosciences on this matter.  They hope to take up this topic with her directly when they visit the NSF in late November 2005.

6.  COMPRES activities at Fall 2005 AGU Meeting in San Francisco

a.  Committee breakfasts:

Breakfast meetings of the Standing Committees and the ExComm have now been scheduled for:

Tuesday, Dec. 6:  Infrastructure Development Committee

Wednesday, Dec 7:  Facilities Committee

Thursday, Dec 8:  Executive Committee

All of these will be from 7:00 to 8:30 AM at the XYZ Restaurant. 

b.  Town Hall Meeting

AGU has approved our request for a Town Hall Meeting on Thursday, Dec. 8, at 7:00 PM in the Moscone Center West.  The announcement of this Town Hall meeting as it will appear in the Meeting Program is given below:

Town Hall Title:  COMPRES Planning Meeting

Date:  Thursday, 8 December        Start Time:  7pm

Location:  Moscone West,  Level 3, Room 3008

Description:


This Town Hall Meeting will allow the members of the COMPRES community to hear a report on the status of planning for the renewal proposal to be submitted to the NSF on 1 August 2006.  Members of the COMPRES leadership will describe the plans as of December 2005 and solicit input from the members 

of the community, especially from the 44 U.S. member institutions of COMPRES.


Green has asked that as many of the members of the Standing and Executive Committees as possible attend this Town Hall Meeting so that they can listen to feedback from the community.

c.  Exhibition Booth

COMPRES will again share an exhibition booth with GSECARS at the Fall AGU Meeting.

Jiuhua Chen is organizing the PowerPoint presentation.

Mike Vaughan and Glenn Richard will staff the booth for COMPRES throughout 

the week, with occasional presences by Green and Liebermann.

Ann Lattimore is preparing items for distribution, including new "month-at-a-glance" 
pocket calendars, reprints of the EOS article, copies of the Bass Report and the 
large COMPRES poster;  on the recommendation of the ExComm, only a small 
number of posters will be sent to San Francisco, but a sign-up sheet will be 
provided for those who wish to have a copy sent to them by mail.
7.  The COMPRES-sponsored Workshop on "Rheology and Elasticity Studies at Ultra High Pressures and Temperatures" was held at the APS on this past weekend, Oct 21-23;  more than 50 people attended, who represented various parts of the deformation community.  Of the Executive Committee, Green, Weidner, Rivers and Liebermann attended; they commented that this workshop was commendable in that the agenda included sufficient time for discussions and was not completely filled up with formal presentations.

8.  Facilities Committee activities

a. The Facilities Committee paid a site visit to the GSECARS sectors at the APS On Oct 23-24, 2005.  Charles Prewitt organized and chaired the visit, inasmuch as Mark Rivers is one of the two Project Managers/PIs of GSECARS;  Durham, Duffy and  Kavner all attended.   Green and Liebermann attended as observers.  The visit included talks by Rivers, Yanbin Wang, Vitali Prakapenka, and Steve Sutton, as well as a tour of the Sector 13 beamlines [both bending magnet and insertion device stations].


This visit also included a presentation with Guoyin Shen, now Project Manager of HPCAT and a visit to the Sector 3 beamline [hosted by Wolfgang Sturhahn] at which COMPRES is partially funding a postdoc to provide access to the nuclear resonant inelastic X-ray scattering facilities.

Shen also presented an outline of the new initiative from H-k. Mao for establishing at High Pressure Center at the APS [to be called HPCAPS].  This initiative was also presented by Mao at the High Pressure Summit Meeting on Long Island in September 2005, and will be the topic for discussion at a Town Meeting that Mao is convening at the APS on Nov 2, 2005.


Prewitt and his colleagues will be submitting a report on their visit to GSECARS to the ExComm, which will include comments on the HPCAPS initiative as presented to them.
b.  A visit by the Facilities Committee to the ALS high pressure beamlines is being scheduled for mid-February 2006.

c.  Following these site visits [including the one to the NSLS facilities in May 2005], a "White Paper" is to be prepared by the Facilities Committee summarizing the current state of synchrotron and neutron facilities in the U. S. and outlining future needs for the high-pressure mineral physics community.

9.  Advisory Committee

a.  Liebermann is still delinquent in providing minutes of the meeting of the Advisory Committee with the ExComm at Mohonk on June 17, 2005.  These will be completed and distributed soon.

b.  For Discussion:

Should the ExComm consider planning a special meeting with the Advisory Committee in Spring 2006, as part of the planning process leading to the renewal proposal in August 2006?  A decision on this suggestion was deferred .
10.  High Pressure Summit Meeting in Ronkonkoma, New York on Sept 24-25.

Liebermann has prepared an initial draft of the report based on input from the attendees;  following feedback from Green, Rivers, Sutton and Weidner, he will be revising this draft and sharing it with all 14 attendees and the ExComm.

Tentatively, a visit to the NSF and DOE program managers by many of the summiteers is planned for Tuesday, November 29, 2005 in Germantown, Maryland.
11.  Polycom video conferencing.

Weidner reported on the status of testing for these facilities.  Individual tests will be completed before a joint, all-hands, test is attempted.  The objective is to be able to conduct an ExComm meeting soon with these enhanced capabilities.
12.  Next Meetings:

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGES FROM WEDNESDAYS TO MONDAYS
Monday, November 7:

4:00 to 6:00 PM [East Coast time]

Monday, November 21:

4:00 to 6:00 PM [East Coast time]

