20 October 2004

Website Minutes of COMPRES Executive Committee meeting of Oct 19, 2004

Attending:  Green, Bass, Karato, Ross, Liebermann

Absent:  Rivers, Weidner

1.  Minutes of ExComm meeting of Sept 28
Approved unanimously for COMPRES website.

It was agreed that for all future meetings, Liebermann will prepare a draft version of the minutes of the ExComm and then Karato, as Vice Chair and Secretary, will respond with approval and modifications before these minutes are considered official.
2.  Mao et al proposal for new operational model for the DAC facilities at the NSLS.  
An extended discussion took place.

ACTION:

Green will formulate a response to Mao requesting further information or clarification.

3.  Special election for new member of the Executive Committee.

Of the two vetted candidates from the recent election at the 2004 Annual Meeting in Lake Tahoe, Quentin Williams agreed to be a candidate again but Ross Angel declined [due to other new commitments].  Williams name was approved for the ballot.

ACTION:

The ExComm authorized the issuance of an announcement of this new election and a call for additional nominations by Nov 10, 2004.

At the ExComm meeting on Nov 16, the slate will be finalized and a mail ballot authorized.
4.  Pre-proposals for the MRI competition.  

On Oct 14, the National Science Board apparently instructed the NSF to drop its requirement for cost-sharing on research and equipment proposals.  When the NSF clarifies this new policy, Ann Lattimore will inform the COMPRES community [in consultation with Green and Liebermann].  

This is especially relevant to the COMPRES call for pre-proposals for the upcoming MRI competition [see COMPRES website at: http://www.compres.stonybrook.edu/Programs/Call%20for%20MRI%20Pre-proposals%209-28-04.doc].

If this new policy is put into effect for the 2005 MRI competition, then institutions requesting to use the COMPRES eligibility would not be required to provide matching funds.
5.  LAPTRON proposal of Yusheng Zhao and his colleagues.

An extended discussion of the draft proposal took place.  Although the submission deadline has been delayed, Green would like to respond now to Zhao and his colleagues on the draft version of the proposal.

ACTION:

Members of the ExComm are requested to send their comments/suggestions immediately to Green, so that he and Ross can formulate a response to Zhao.

Following Zhao’s response and a revised proposal, the ExComm will decide if it is appropriate to offer a letter of endorsement/support for this proposal.

6.  Update on options for sites for 2005 Annual Meeting 
The ExComm requested that Ann Lattimore obtain more detailed information on the sites that had responded to her call, so that we can compare the quotations more easily.

It would be particularly useful to have a single number [price per person based on 100 attendees and double occupancy], which included the costs of room, all meals, and all other services.  For reference, this number at Granlibakken Conference Center in 2005 was $558 per person.

7.   Meetings of COMPRES Standing and Executive Committees at the Fall 2004 AGU

It was decided to hold breakfast meetings [7:00 AM] on Dec 13, 14, and 15 of the Infrastructure Development, Facilities, and Executive Committees, respectively, at the XYZ Restaurant across the street from the Moscone Center.

8.  New proposals for Infrastructure Development projects and potential conflicts of interest.

The current members of the ID Committee are Nancy Ross, Pamela Burnley, Kevin Righter, Dan Shim and Yanbin Wang.

If any of the proposal submitted generate conflicts of interest for current members of the committee, these members will be recused from discussions of all proposals.  Ross, in consultation with Green, will appoint  replacement members to serve just for the purpose of evaluating the proposals and preparing recommendations to the Executive Committee.

If any of the ExComm have conflicts, these will be dealt with in a similar manner.
9.  The Integrated Solid Earth Science Forum (ISES Forum II) on Dec 12, 2004 in San Francisco.

This all-day forum is of great potential interest to members of the COMPRES community. 

A separate announcement was sent to the COMPRES-L listserve on Oct 18, 2004.

Members of the COMPRES committees and community are encouraged to attend.

10.  COMPRES/GSECARS exhibition booth at Fall 2004 AGU Meeting

COMPRES will again share an exhibition booth with GSECARS.  Jiuhua Chen, Mike Vaughan, and Glenn Richard are collaborating with Liebermann in the preparation of this exhibition.

If any members have suggestions for what should be included in this exhibition, please send them to Ann Lattimore.

11.  Next Meetings of Executive Committee

Tuesday, October 26, 2004

1:00 to 3:00 PM [East Coast time]

NOTE:  Liebermann will be in Canberrra, Australia at that time and participate by telephone.

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

1:00 to 3:00 PM [East Coast time]

NOTE:  Liebermann will be in Canberrra, Australia at that time and participate by telephone.

For both the Oct 26 and Nov 16 meetings, the COMPRES office at Stony Brook will serve as the host/bridge for the video conference and/or telephone hookup.

Ann Lattimore will coordinate with Samantha Lin and Mike Vaughan to provide the logistic support.

