13 October 2005

Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting on October 12, 2005

Attending:  Green, Bass, Brown, Weidner, Williams, Rivers, Ross, and Liebermann

Absent:  Only Williams at beginning and Brown at the very end of meeting.

1.  Minutes of ExComm meeting of Sept 26, 2005.  Notes for ExComm have already been approved by new Secretary.

Minutes were approved for installation on the COMPRES website.

2.  Johnson noise project [now at Univ of Colorado, with plan and proposal to transfer to the Univ of Chicago].

This proposal was approved at the ExComm meeting of Sept 26 and agreed to by both Ivan Getting and Yanbin Wang.  The process of reducing the allocated funding to the University of Colorado is underway ; funding for Year #4 will then be addded to the University of Chicago subaward [which will then be jointly overseen by M. Rivers and Y. Wang].

Special Note:  John Hall, who has been consulting with Ivan Getting on the Johnson noise project, was awarded the 2005 Nobel Prize in Physics.  A congratulatory email from COMPRES was sent to Dr. Hall.
3.  Request for supplemental funding of the Brillouin spectroscopy project at the APS.

On the recommendation of the Infrastructure Development Committee, this request was approved by a unanimous vote of the ExComm [with Bass recused].
4.  Annual Reports and call for new proposals:

a.  Ross has requested Annual Reports from all the current Infrastructure Development Project PIs--due 1 November 2005

b.  Ross has issued a Call for New ID Projects for Year #5--due 1 November 2005

c.  Rivers has requested Annual Reports from all operators of COMPRES-beamlines at national laboratories.

4.  Facilities Committee activities

a.  Plans are now confirmed for a site visit by the Facilities Committee to the GSECARS sectors at the APS On Oct 23-24, 2005.  Charles Prewitt will organize and chair that visit, inasmuch as Mark Rivers is one of the two Project Managers/PIs of GSECARS.  The dates have been selected to follow immediately after the Rheology and Elasticity Workshop at HPCAT, inasmuch as many of the members of the Facilities Committee will be attending that Workshop [i.e., Duffy, Durham, and Kavner—plus Green and Liebermann].

b.  A visit by the Facilities Committee to the ALS high pressure beamlines is to be scheduled soon--Rivers is working on scheduling of this visit and will report.

c.  A "White Paper" is to be prepared by the Facilities Committee summarizing the current state of synchrotron and neutron facilities in the U. S. and outlining future needs for the high-pressure mineral physics community [see also report of the High Pressure Summit Meeting below in item #6].

5.  COMPRES activities at Fall 2005 AGU Meeting in San Francisco

a.  Committee breakfasts:

We are trying to schedule breakfast meetings of the Standing Committees and the ExComm during the week of the AGU meeting.

Tentative dates:

Infrastructure Development Committee:  Tuesday, Dec. 6.

ExComm breakfast:  Thursday, Dec 8-Confirmed attendance by all members.

Facilities Committee:  Either Monday or Wednesday.

All breakfasts are to start at 7:00 AM at the XYZ Restaurant on 4th Street.  
b.  Town Hall Meeting

AGU has approved our request for a Town Hall Meeting on Thursday, Dec. 8, at 7:00 PM in the Moscone Center West.  The announcement of this Town Hall meeting as it will appear in the Meeting Program is given below:

Town Hall Title:  COMPRES Planning Meeting

Date:  Thursday, 8 December        Start Time:  7pm

Location:  Moscone West,  Level 3, Room 3008

Description: [AS MODIFIED BASED ON DISCUSSION AT EXCOMM MEETING]

This Town Hall Meeting will allow the members of the COMPRES community to hear a report on the status of planning for the renewal proposal to be submitted to the NSF on 1 August 2006.  Members of the COMPRES leadership will describe the plans as of December 2005 and solicit input from the members of the community, especially from the 44 U.S. member institutions of COMPRES.

6.  High Pressure Summit Meeting in Ronkonkoma, New York on Sept 24-25.

The report of this meeting, which will be sent to the NSF and DOE program managers, may be useful in preparation of the White Paper by the Facilities Committee [see item #4c above].

Liebermann is preparing a draft of this report based on input from the attendees;  this draft will be shared with the ExComm and the Standing Committees.
7.  Planning for COMPRES renewal proposal to be submitted on 1 August 2006

a.  What background papers/homework do we need to assemble or commission?

See notes on Open Meeting which was held at Mohonk in June 2005 [attached as a Word file].  These notes are Liebermann's attempt to prepare a verbatim transcript and are not for distribution at this time.  However, they contain many useful comments and suggestions which the ExComm may wish to consider at this meeting, or a subsequent one.
b.  How can/should be engage the COMPRES community in this process?

See plans for Town Hall Meeting at the Fall AGU in item #5b above].  This Town Hall Meeting should provide an excellent opportunity for the Executive and Standing Committees to describe the plans as of December 2005 and solicit input from the members of the community, especially from the 44 U.S. member institutions of COMPRES.

c.  What are the timelines that we should establish and try to achieve in preparing this proposal?  For continued discussion.

8.  2006 Annual Meeting of COMPRES

Ann Lattimore is preparing a summary of potential sites for this meeting on June 20-23, 2006.  Summaries for the Inn at Loretto in Santa Fe, NM, and the Winter Park Mountain Lodge in Winter Park CO were distributed.  We anticipate other proposals from sites in the Boulder area, and hope to have a full consideration and discussion at the ExComm meeting on Oct 26.
9.  Discussion of Jeanloz "piece" on diversity in geosciences 

This was sent to the ExComm on 25 August 2005 and distributed with  the agenda for this meeting..
The ExComm deferred any action on this issue until the re-formulation of an Education and Outreach component of in the renewal proposal

10.  New members in COMPRES

a.  The ExComm unanimously approved the application from the Australian National University, with Hugh O'Neill as the non-voting representative.

b.  We anticipate receiving a new application from the Los Alamos National Laboratory soon.

11.  The High Pressure group from the Geoforschung Zentrum in Potsdam, Germany, has offered the COMPRES community two weeks of beamtime on their MAX-80 multi-anvil apparatus at the HASYLAB in Hamburg in late March and early April 2006.  We are going to alert current multi-anvil users at the NSLS and the APS of this opportunity and hope to be able to take advantage of this generous offer from F. Schilling and his colleagues at the GFZ.

12.  Changes in dates of ExComm Meetings in November 2005

Meeting of Wednesday, Nov 9 changed to Monday, Nov. 7.

Meeting of Wednesday, Nov 23 changed to Monday, Nov. 21.
13.  Next Meeting:

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

4:00 to 6:00 PM [East Coast time]
Special Note:

See new Home Page design by Ann Lattimore and Glenn Richard.

See article on “The Future of High-Pressure Mineral Physics” which appeared on the front page of the Oct 4, 2005 issue of EOS.
