21 February 2006
Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting of Tuesday, February 14, 2006.

Attending:  Green, Brown, Weidner, Williams, Rivers, and Liebermann

Absent:  Bass, Ross
1. Minutes of ExComm meeting of January 24, 2006.  Minutes were approved for installation on the COMPRES website.  

2.  Annual Report for Year #4 and Annual Program Plan and Budget Request for Year #5

Final version of Annual Report was submitted to the NSF on 30 January 2006 and approved as submitted by David Lambert on 2 February 2006.

A public version of this report has been posted on the COMPRES website at:

http://www.compres.stonybrook.edu/Publications/index.html
3.  New members of COMPRES

By unanimous vote of the ExComm, the following institutions have been elected to membership in COMPRES;

New Mexico State University in Las Cruces [Elector:  Kanani Lee; Alternate Elector:  Boris Kiefer]

Yonsei University in Seoul [Representative:  Yongjae Lee]

Institute of Physics of the Chinese Academy of Sciences [Representative:  Changqing Jin].

This brings the total membership to 46 U. S. institutions and 22 foreign affiliates.

4.  Request from Alexander Goncharov for $15K from COMPRES to support symposium on "Materials Research at High Pressure" at the MRS Fall Meeting in Boston in 2006.

ExComm declined to support this symposium because it did not fit into either of the two categories of workshop/meeting which COMPRES has been supporting:

a.  Training new users in specialized techniques for high pressure research, especially at synchrotron facilities.

b.  Identifying new collaborative research or technological development projects for which additional funding might be sought from federal funding agencies.
COMPRES will, however, provide assistance in disseminating information about this symposium and list it on the website.

5.  Progress report on items for renewal proposal

a.  Call for One-Pagers went out on Jan 26 to COMPRES community--deadline of March 22, 2006.  In addition to this general call to the COMPRES community, the following direct appeals are being made:
(1)  Ann Lattimore is writing directly to all persons who submitted abstracts/posters for the 2003, 2004 and 2005 Annual Meetings of COMPRES and requesting graphics to accompany their abstracts--Glenn Richard to convert all of these to One Pagers.

(2)   Ann Lattimore will contact all users of COMPRES-supported beamlines who have been allocated beamtime in 2002-2006—they will be strongly urged to contribute input for the One-Pagers.  The operators of the beamline facilities will be notified of this appeal to their users and asked to encourage those users to respond positively.
b.  Call for new or ongoing initiatives went out on Jan 26 to COMPRES community--deadline of March 15, 2006

Feb 10--Special call to all current operators of COMPRES-supported facilities [Jeanloz-Clark, Hemley-Liu, Weidner-Vaughan, Rivers et al, N. Ross].  

c.  Website of COMPRES
The following links on Home Page to items for renewal proposal are now “live.”
(1) Timelines for renewal proposal

(2)  Call for initiatives for 2007-2012

(3)  Call for One Pagers
6.  Meeting of ExComm with Advisory Committee at Snowbird:

Two options are under consideration:
a.  Tuesday, June 20:  Afternoon—before the arrival of the regular attendees.

b.  Friday, June 23:  Afternoon--following the farewell lunch for the regular attendees.

We will await responses from the Advisory Committee before deciding on the option.

Liebermann to canvas the current members of the Advisory Committee regarding the plan to set up a rotation of membership, with one member “retiring” in 2006, two new members being added, and then allowing two members to rotate off and two to be added in each subsequent year.

7.  Program Committee for Annual Meeting at Snowbird
Quentin Williams has agreed to Chair this committee.  
Need to identify two members NOT on ExComm or Standing Committees.  
Rivers and Ross to serve as ad hoc members of Program Committee, as in 2005.
ExComm asked to consider possible names for discussion at Feb 23 meeting.

Liebermann to review exit surveys from the 2005 Annual Meeting at Mohonk for potential candidates.  Recall that Tom Duffy and Abby Kavner served with Harry Green in 2005.
8.  Nominations Committee for 2006 annual elections of officers and committee members

Michael Brown has agreed to Chair this committee.

Need to select two members NOT on ExComm or Standing Committees.

ExComm asked to consider possible names for discussion at Feb 23 meeting.  Recall that Carl Agee and David Kohlstedt served with Quentin Williams in 2005.

Liebermann to assemble list of open positions, as well as the history of the three committees’ membership.

9.  Subsistence and/or travel support for users at COMPRES-supported facilities.

Need to decide on a policy and procedures.

Recall that in reviewing annual reports from the various COMPRES facilities operations, we took such monies out of the budgets for these operations, with an indication that such funds would be held centrally.
It was suggested that COMPRES agree to create accounts in the dormitories/guest houses at the various facilities sites [NSLS, ALS, etc] and pay directly for all accommodation expenses for all users.  Travel support to be considered only on direct request to COMPRES Central office.

10.  GSECARS renewal proposal

The proposal to renew funding for GSECARS for 5 years from 2006-2011 was submitted to the NSF-EAR-IF and DOE-BES programs on 8 February 2006.  

Harry Green and Bob Liebermann will attend the Site Visit to the APS on May 17 and represent COMPRES, as part of the ongoing arrangement to work cooperatively with GSECARS on high-pressure mineral physics initiatives.

11.  Next Meeting

Thursday, February 23, 2006

3:00 to 5:00 PM [East Coast time]

