26 October 2008

Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting on October 24, 2008

Attending:  Williams, Agee, Tyburczy, Weidner, Duffy, Sharp and Liebermann

Absent:  Bass, Weidner

1.  Minutes of October 10, 2008 meeting.

Approved for installation on website.

2.  Tempe Workshop--March 2-5, 2009.

Responses to announcement on Oct 14 to COMPRES community:  To date, we have received 19 expressions of interest in attending. 

Invitations have been extended to Michael Brown and James Van Orman to serve as C-Chairs under the leadership of Jim Tyburczy.  

Extensive discussion of “straw-man” agenda proposed by Williams and Tyburczy [see attached to these notes];  they will be taking the feedback into account in preparing a modified agenda plan, to be shared with the new Co-chairs when they have accepted.

Liebermann has submitted a request for Supplemental funding from EAR-IF Program for $83,313 for the workshop and the subsequent report.

3.  Site visit by Infrastrucuture Development Committee to the APS on Oct 10.

Tom Sharp reported on the visit of the ID Committee [Sharp, Steve Jacobsen and Jie Li] to the APS to receive progress reports on the various ID projects now located there [see also report attached to these notes]]

a.  CO2-laser heated DAC

b.  Brillouin scattering

c.  D-DIA 30

d.  Gas-loading system for DACs

e.  Johnson noise 

f.  HRIXS, NRIXS AND SMS at high P & T

In general, the ID Committee felt that most projects were proceeding well, but that it was valuable and important for the Committee to follow through and monitor future progress in serving the COMPRES community.

4.  Plans for other site visits:

Facilities Committee visits to NSLS, ALS and (?) to APS—Deferred due to Duffy absence.
ID Committee visit to ASU early in 2009—Sharp and Nancy Ross organizing visit in Jan 2009.
5.  Presidential Search

Ads to appear in Science on Oct 24 and in EOS on Oct 28 and Nov 11 issues.

See pdf version of EOS ad attached.
All formal applications should be sent to: Ms. Samantha Lin 
ESS Building Room 167 
Stony Brook University 
Stony Brook, NY 11794-2100 

Ms. Lin will forward all applications directly to Professor David Walker of Columbia University, who is chairing the Search Committee. 
If you wish further information about this position, please contact Professor Walker at dwalker@ldeo.columbia,edu or (845)-365-8658. 

6.  Breakfast meetings of COMPRES Committees at Fall 2008 AGU-for CONFIRMATION

Tuesday, Dec 16: Facilities Committee

Wednesday, Dec 17:  Infrastructure Development Committee

Thursday, Dec 18:  Executive Committee

All meetings to be at XYZ Restaurant at 181 Third Street-intersection with Howard Street, from 7:00 to 9:00 AM.

Duffy and Sharp to remind their committees.  Williams and Liebermann to attend all three meetings.

7.  Educational afffiliate members for COMPRES

Prompted by a query from Derek Schutt [formerly of NSF-EAR Geophysics but now at Colorado State University in Ft Collins].

See IRIS model at: http://www.iris.edu/hq/about_iris/membership/educational_affiliates

COMPRES does have a category for membership as Affiliates for U. S. institutions as per

Article II, Sect 3 of the ByLaws:

Article II   Member Institutions
Section 3. Affiliation: Research institutions and other not-for-profit organizations in the United States that are engaged in high-pressure research in the science of Earth materials, but that do not otherwise qualify for COMPRES membership, may be elected as Affiliates for an indefinite term by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of the entire Electorate or by a unanimous vote of the Executive Committee of COMPRES. Affiliates will appoint a non-voting representative to the Electorate, and will be able to participate in all activities in the governance of COMPRES other than voting at business meetings as a regular COMPRES member or serving in a position specifically restricted to Electors. The rights and privileges of Affiliates with respect to participation in the scientific activities of COMPRES will be according to policies established by the Electorate. Affiliates will be assessed an initial membership fee set at the then current fee for regular membership.

Based on discussion, there appear to be no compelling reasons not to encourage Colorado State University to apply for regular membership.
Inasmuch as there are currently no membership fees for COMPRES members, the last sentence is not relevant.

8.  APS Workshop on Midterm Renewal--October 19-20, 2008.

Liebermann attended as a member of the Science Panel on Geological, Environmental and Planetary Sciences [gep], which is chaired by Neil Sturchio of the University of Illinois at Chicago[Russell Hemley and Stephen Sutton are also on this panel].

The renewal plans will NOT include any modifications to the synchrotron ring [and therefore not change the flux or brilliance spectra], but will include advances in X-ray optics and detectors.  GEP programs are conducted primarily at Sector ID-13 and BM-13 [GSECARS], Sector ID-16 [HPCAT], and Sectors 3 and 30 [NRIXS and IXS].

Next step will be submission of White Paper to the DOE in November 2008 and a full proposal for a midterm renewal [to be completed by 2012] in early 2009.

9. Distinguished Lecture Series of COMPRES

Update on schedule for visits by Wendy Mao and David Walker for Spring 2009

Wendy Mao

March 19:  University of Illinois at Chicago

April 22:  University of California Davis

David Walker

February 18:  University of Nevada Las Vegas

February 20:  University of Tennessee at Knoxville

March 18:  University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

March 20:  Case Western Reserve University

10.  Next Meeting of ExComm:
Friday, November 7, 2008 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM [East Coast time].

