17 January 2009
Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting on January 16, 2009

Attending:  Williams, Agee, Bass. Tyburczy, Weidner, Duffy and Liebermann

Absent:  Sharp
1.  Minutes of December 18, 2008 meeting.

Item tabled until next meeting on January 30.

2.  HiPreSS Workshop

The ExComm discussed the request from Malcolm and colleagues at HPSynC for $13,100 from COMPRES in support of the Workshop on High Pressure Synchrotron Science:  Future Directions [HiPreSS], to be held on May 6-8 at the APS.
The ExComm had a number of questions and asked Liebermann to write to Guthrie to obtain additional information before a decision could be made to approve funding:

If Guthrie and his colleagues can provide further clarification of the issues raised above, The ExComm will be able to come to a decision on this funding request at its next meeting on January 30.

3.  Report from Infrastructure Development Committee on progress reports for Year #2  
and program plan and budget request for Year #3.
For discussion and decisions on funding for Year #3.

Tom Sharp and Dan Shim provided written reports and recommendations which were sent to members of the ExComm separately, to avoid conflicts of interest.
THIS ITEM WAS TABLED UNTIL THE MEETING ON JAN 30 DUE TO THE ABSENCE OF SHARP.
4.  Report from Facilities Committee on progress reports for Year #2  and program plan 
and budget request for Year #3.

For discussion and decisions on funding for Year #3.

Tom Duffy and Chip Lesher provided reports and recommendations which were sent to members of the ExComm separately, to avoid conflicts of interest [noted below].

There was extended discussion of these reports and program plans and budget requests.

Final decisions on funding for Year #3 will be made at the January 30 meeting of the ExComm.

Duffy reported on the following community facilities operations and their budget requests for Year #3.

a.  West Coast synchrotrons at the ALS—ongoing operations.


$240,000 for operations and $40,000 for equipment upgrades.

b.  Multi-anvil X-ray at NSLS—ongoing operations.—WEIDNER RECUSED


$366,335 for operations and $30,000 for equipment upgrades.

c.  Infrared DAC at NSLS—ongoing operations.


$207,000 for operations and $100,000 for equipment.

Lesher reported on the following community facilities operation.

d.  DAC X-ray at NSLS—ongoing operations—DUFFY AND WEIDNER RECUSED


$288,000 for operations and $108,000 for equipment upgrades.

5.  Tempe Workshop—March 2-4, 2009.
Tyburczy reported on the final version of the program, including plenary speakers and 
breakout discussion leaders for the four workshop themes.

Williams reported that he is identifying a small [6-8 person] writing team, which will 
include the 3 Tri-Chairs.
The registration is now open on the COMPRES website.  

Tyburczy and Liebermann have mapped out a budget strategy for 100 potential attendees, 
to be supported by the $50K in supplemental funds approved by David Lambert 
and $10-15K to be provided by Year #2 funds of COMPRES Central Activities.

COMPRES will provide the following funding:

Local expenses for full bed and board for double-room accommodation for all 


attendees for two days.


All travel and local expenses for the plenary speakers and members of the 



Advisory Council.


Partial travel expenses for all breakout discussion leaders [or alternatively, an 


upgrade to single-room accommodation].

6..  Annual Meeting for June 2009 in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire
The ExComm unanimously voted to select the Mt. Washington Resort in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire at the site for the 2009 Annual Meeting from June 19-22, 2009.

This announcement was sent as BREAKING NEWS to all members of the COMPRES 
community on January 5, 2009.

Liebermann extended invitations to potential industrial sponsors for the social activities 
at the Annual Meeting and reported that $2500 had been raised to date from 
Almax, Depths of the Earth, Foxwoods [Bassett], easyLab and Technodiamant.  

In addition, Depths of the Earth has offered to provide T-shirts again this year.

A Program Committee will be appointed soon to begin planning for the keynote speakers 
and other elements of the Annual Meeting.  Specific attention will be paid to the 
recommendations of the Grad Student breakout group at Cheyenne Mountain in 
June 2008.

7.  Other business

a. Distinguished Lecturers for 2009-2010


The ExComm tentatively decided to include this item in the budget request for 

Year #3 at the level of $6K to $8K.

b.  Nominations Committee for 2009 Elections of COMPRES officers and committee members.


A Chair will be identified shortly to begin the recruiting of candidates.

8.  Next Meeting


Friday, January 30 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM [on Super Bowl Weekend].
