24 November 2008
Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting on November 21, 2008
Attending:  Williams, Agee, Bass. Tyburczy, Weidner, Sharp and Liebermann

Absent:  Duffy

1.  Minutes of October 24, 2008 meeting.

Approved for installation on website.
2.  Workshop on High Pressure Earth Sciences:  Understanding the Building Blocks on 
our Planet, Tempe, Arizona, March 2-5, 2—9

Meeting Prospectus

The scientific goals of this meeting include: (1) discussing recent scientific successes of the high pressure mineral physics community; and (2) articulating in what directions our research could evolve over the next decade. The former goal is retrospective, and incorporates how our field has impacted other subdisciplines of the earth sciences, including seismology, geodynamics and petrology. The latter goal represents a challenge: what are the next major breakthroughs of our community, and what infrastructure will be necessary to achieve them? While recognizing that incremental progress will occur, what new and different developments could occur? And, what long-standing problems might we solve?


The product that we anticipate will arise from this meeting will be a new scientific plan for high-pressure mineral physics: a document that will not only serve as a blueprint for our community as it moves forward, but will also serve as the input of our community to a new NAS report, commissioned by NSF, on Basic Research Opportunities in the Earth Sciences (BROES).

Williams and Tyburczy reported on the latest version of the draft agenda, which is based on the model used by IRIS for the seismology workshop in Denver, Sept 2008 and includes both plenary talks and breakout sessions on 4 different themes:


Plenary Theme I

The Deeper Reaches of the Planet: Properties of Iron and its Alloys and the Novel Materials of the Deepest Mantle 

Plenary Theme 2

The Dynamic Ceramic Mantle 

Plenary Theme 3

Mineral Physics and Society 

Plenary Theme 4

Enabling Cutting-Edge Science: Tools and the Accomplishments they will drive in the Next Decade of Discovery

Discussion focused on the topics and ideas for plenary speakers, from both within and outside the mineral physics community.  Invitations to the plenary speakers will be issued by Liebermann at COMPRES Central, once the tri-chairs and Williams have finalized the list.

3. Discussion of  Collaborative Project to Showcase COMPRES via a Teaching Activity 
Collection on Teaching Mineral Physics
Dave Mogk of Montana State University is the CoPI on the NSF-funded project “On the Cutting Edge”, has written to COMPRES to seek our participationg in developing a thematic collection on Teaching Mineral Physics.  He is particularly interested in developing resources that could be used in a variety of MPG [Mineralogy, Petrology and Geochemistry] courses, as well as in Physical Geology, Geophysics and (?) Structural Geology courses at the undergraduate level.

Mogk has invited anyone who has an interest in sharing any teaching activities that are already have in your class files that you would like to contribute to share with the community.  As a small incentive, he can offer a $200 honorarium for any new activities that are submitted between now and the end of the year (when these particular funds run out). Mogk’s email of 3 November will be sent via the listserve to all members of our community.

Glenn Richard and Bob Liebermann are going to organize a meeting of those interested in this educational outreach activity at the Fall AGU meeting next month.

4.  ID annual reports for Year #2 and program plans and budget requests for Year #3 

Sharp reported that reports and program plans had been received from the two ongoing ID projects:


●  Multi-Anvil Cell Assembly Initiative: New Developments and Production 

   [K. Leinenweber, J. A. Tyburczy, T. D.Sharp, Arizona State University] 
●  High Resolution Inelastic X-ray Scattering at High Pressure and Temperature: A New Capability for the COMPRES Community 

   [W. Sturhahn, Argonne National Laboratory;  J. Jackson, California Institute of 
Technology and J. D. Bass, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign] 
In addition, proposals have been received for

a.  Postdoc [part-time] at APS for the gas-loading system

b.  Workshop on Brillouin spectroscopy.

These reports and proposals will be evaluated by the ID Committee and recommendations conveyed to the ExComm at its meeting on Dec 18 at the Fall AGU 2008 meeting.
5.  Facilities annual reports for Year #2 and program plans and budget requests for 

Year #3
A report on these was postponed due to the absence of Duffy, Chair of the Facilities Committee
6.  Letter of intent for Liebermann, Gwanmesia and Ehm proposal to the NSF GEO 
Program for Opportunities for Enhancement of Diversity in Geosciences [OEDG]
Project Title:  

Masters of Science Program in Geosciences Instrumentation at Stony Brook University:  Track 1 Proposal to OEDG

Letter of Intent for this NSF-GEO proposal [due December 11, 2008 via FastLane].

Quentin Williams has provided a letter of support on behalf of COMPRES, as we plan to have these MS students perform their research projects/internships on the beamlines at the NSLS which are supported by COMPRES.  Don Weidner has provided a letter of support as Director of the Mineral Physics Institute and spokesperson for beamline X17B2 at the NSLS.

The PIs are working with Chi-chang Kao from the NSLS and Kenneth White and colleagues from the Office of Educational Programs at Brookhaven National Laboratory to leverage existing programs at BNL, and to obtain matching funding.

7.  Renovations of COMPRES website.

Liebermann has engaged a local web design firm who have presented templates for the Home Page and site plans for the website.

Following decisions on which are most suitable, we hope to announce the new website before the end of 2008.
8.  Site for 2009 Annual Meeting. 
Emily Vance is preparing options for the ExComm to review at its next meeting.

9.  Program Chair for Annual Meeting in 2009. 
Recent history:

2004:  Liebermann 

2005:  Green 

2006:  Williams 

2007:  Brown [with help from Liebermann]

2008:  Agee 

2009:  ???

10.  Nominations Committee for 2009 elections 
Recent history: 

2006:  Brown 

2007:  Weidner 

2008:  Bass 

2009:  ???

11.  Update on search for new President of COMPRES

Williams reported, with Liebermann recused.

10.  Next meeting

Friday, December 5, 2008 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM [East Coast time]

