12 April  2005

Website Minutes of Executive Committee of COMPRES from April 12, 2005

Attending:  Green, Karato, Ross, Weidner and Liebermann

Absent:  Bass, Rivers and Williams

1.  Minutes of the ExComm meeting of March 31, 2005 were approved for installation on the website.  The comprehensive minutes had already been reviewed and approved by the Secretary and the Chair, following some editorial corrections.

2.  Workshop proposal from H. Liu et al 

Liu et al propose to convene a Workshop at the APS in November 2005 on the topics of:

(1) Improvement of structural determination of minerals at lower mantle and core

(2) Rheology study of minerals at lower mantle and core conditions
The organizers requested $20K to support travel and subsistence expenses for this workshop.

This proposal was discussed by the ExComm, which decided not to approve funding for a workshop based on this proposal. Liebermann was asked to respond to Liu et al on behalf of the ExComm with comments and suggestions for a modified strategy.  Included among these was the suggestion of having a breakout session at the 2005 Annual COMPRES Meeting to cultivate the wider community interested in this topic.

3.  2005 Annual Meeting at Mohonk

a.  Program

The Program Committee has come close to a final schedule, with three focus sessions on Mantle, Chemical Evolution, and Core [in each of which there will be a 30 min talk from a non-mineral physicist and a 30 min talk from a mineral physicist, plus discussion].

Invitations have gone out to the keynote speakers outside of mineral physics.  To date the following have accepted invitations to be keynote speakers from outside the field of mineral physics:
Barbara Romanowicz—University of California at Berkeley
Miaki Ishii—University of California at San Diego
Wang-ping Chen—University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Albrecht Hofmann-Max Planck Institute for Chemistry, Mainz—tentative acceptance
Invitations will go out this week to speakers from the field of mineral  physics on the above topics.

b.  Sponsors

To date, we have received the following commitments:

Almax

Scimed

Technodiamant

for contributions totalling $800.  Logos and links to these companies are on the website for the meeting.

Checks will be made out to Mohonk and sent to Ann Lattimore.

Other soliciations are outstanding to:

Osmic

HIgh P Diamond Optics

Rockland Research

Dubbledee/Harris Diamond

Diidiamonds

Delaware  Diamond Knives

Diacell.
HKL

Ringwood Superabrasives

Blake Industries

Canberra Industries
Bruker

MAR-USA

Linatec

4.  Liebermann met with the staff in the Office of Sponsored Programs of the Research Foundation at Stony Brook to discuss the procedures in place to tabulate and inventory equipment purchases made using COMPRES funds by Stony Brook as well as the institutions which have received subawards from our Cooperative Agreement.

OSP provided a 13 page inventory of items which they had decided to record and keep track of.  This inventory includes not only items which are to be classified as capital equipment by NSF guidelines [i.e., over $5K each] but also some other items that they have chosen to inventory [e.g., a Proxima projector for $2348].  Note that this includes equipment purchased for the multi-anvil facility operations at the NSLS as well as equipment purchased for the central office.

The OSP at Stony Brook is going to write to the PIs at the institutions that have the subawards with a request that the PIs ask their property control people to furnish Stony Brook with a tabulation of all equipment purchases.  As the managing agent for the Cooperative Agreement, it is very possible that Stony Brook may at some point be required to provide the NSF with a summary tabulation.
6.  Elections 2005

The Nominating Committee has submitted a list of potential candidates for each vacant position.  Green and Liebermann will be contacting these potential candidates to confirm that they are willing to stand for election.

7.  Membership in COMPRES for Ohio State University

The ExComm has unanimously approved an application for membership in COMPRES from the Ohio State University with Wendy Panero as the Elector and Michael Barton as the Alternate Elector.  

The ExComm discussed the desirability of requesting a brief summary the research and educational programs in high-pressure research in the science of Earth materials from each institution applying for membership in COMPRES.

There was also a discussion of modifying the form letters to be submitted in the application for membership to explicitly allow U. S. governmental institutions to become full members [see Article II, Section 1 of revised ByLaws 29 September 2004].

Liebermann was authorized to make the necessary changes in the instructions for membership applications and forms.

