28 September 2006
Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting of Monday, September 27, 2006 

Attending:  Green, Bass, Brown, Weidner, Williams, Rivers, Ross and Liebermann

Absent:  Bass for first 45 minutes and Ross for first hour.

1.  Minutes of past meetings of ExComm.

For the meetings from April 4 to the beginning of August, there have been no formal notes or minutes of the ExComm meetings.  The Secretary and President are working together to prepare Minutes for these meetings to be installed on the COMPRES website.

2.  Renewal Proposal to NSF for May 2007 to April 2012
22 Aug:  Submitted via FastLane--acknowledged by NSF and EAR.

15 Sept:  Sent 30 full-color copies of Parts A/B and Part C for reviewers and panelists.  


These copies include the formal NSF pages [cover page, project summary, Bio 
sketch of PI, Current and Pending for PI, NSF 1030 budget pages, Budget 
Justification, and Facilities/Equipment/Resources pages]

CD roms of this Reviewer Version will be provided to all members of the Executive, 
Facilities and Infrastructure Development Committees.


Also the PIs on the Community Facilities Operations [Clark, Jeanloz, J. Chen, 
Duffy, Rivers, Goncharov, Hemley, Z. Liu, Weidner, Vaughan, N. Ross]  


and new or ongoing Infrastructure Development Projects [Leinenweber, Sharp, 
Tyburczy, Sturhahn, Bass, Mao, Shen, Hemley]

A Web Page version [without the formal NSF pages which contain some confidential information] was installed on the COMPRES website on September 25.  This version also includes the Supplementary Documents [Bass Report, etc]
3.  Site Visit by the IF Panel to the NSLS at Brookhaven to review COMPRES
Date:  Thursday, November 30 [NOTE NEW DATE]
Logistics:  See schedule attached [evolved by discussions between Kelz and Liebermann].

The schedule allows time for 2 hours of presentations in the morning and 1hr15 min for presentations during the beamline tours.

a.  Plans for oral presentations [2 hr duration]


(1) Overview talk by Harry Green 


(2) Relationship of GSECARS to COMPRES by Mark Rivers and Bob Liebermann


(3) Science highlight talk by David Walker on “DAC Adventures at the ALS”.


(4) ID project talk by Alex Navrotsky on her “Calorimetry-on-a-Chip” project.


(5) Dave Mao on the new HPSynC initiative.

We have invited Walker, Navrotsky and Mao to attend and present these talks, with an estimated time of 10-15 minutes.

Remainder of the 2 hr slot to be utilized for overview of Infrastructure Development program [Workshops, etc] and Community Facilities Operations.

b.  Beamline tours

We support operations at 3 beamline complexes
X17B3 and X17C:  X-ray DAC [Jiuhua Chen or designee]

U2A:  IR DAC [Rus Hemley or designee]

X17B2:  X-ray MAC [Don Weidner or designee]
We have invited Chen, Weidner and Hemley to lead the tours of their facilities, with an estimated duration of 15 minutes at each stop.  

Inasmuch as the Panel will not be visiting the COMPRES-supported facilities at the ALS, we have invited Simon Clark or Raymond Jeanloz to attend and to lead a “virtual tour” of their facilities by presenting and discussing a poster during the tour of the beamlines at the NSLS.

c.  Objectives during this visit.


Note that these are supplementary or complementary to the material presented in 
the written proposal, with the expectation that not all of the IF panelists will be 
familiar with COMPRES.

Weidner summarized these as follows:

(1) What is COMPRES?

(2)  Who are we?

(3)  What is the science we do?

(4)  What have we achieved in 2002-2006?

(5)  How have we managed/deployed the resources provided by the NSF in 2002-2006?

(6)  What is the role of COMPRES in the mineral physics community, both in the U. S. and internationally?

d.  Attendees

In addition to IF panelists and EAR Program Directors Lambert, Kelz, Esperanca and Reichlin, and those invited above, the ExComm has decided to ask all members of the ExComm [Green, Bass, Brown, Weidner, Williams, Rivers and Ross] to plan to attend the Site Visit.

All costs except for the IF Panel and EAR people to be born by the COMPRES central budget.

4.  2007 Annual Meeting
a.  Dates

The Gordon Research Conference on Earth's Interior will be June 10-15, 2007 at Mt Holyoke.  The ExComm would like to capitalize on this timing and location to attract some of the GRC attendees to our Annual Meeting, as we did in 2005 at Mohonk.

Preferred dates:

Sunday, June 17:  Arrival and welcoming reception

AM on Monday, June 18 to Lunch on Wednesday, June 20:  Formal sessions

Wednesday, June 20 PM:  Departure
Liebermann to inform community of these potential dates and to inquire about possible conflicts.

b.  Site

ExComm prefers to find a site in the northeastern U. S. to optimize the proximity to Mt. Holyoke College.

Suggestions included:
Ski resorts at Stowe and Killington in Vermont.

Bretton Woods Resort in New Hampshire.

Locations on the coast of Maine.

Ann Lattimore to do homework on such sites, in consultation with Susan Strain of IRIS, and to report back to the ExComm at its next meeting.

5.  Annual reports from Community Facilities and ID Projects.

We usually call for these by early November deadline.

This year we may not have to request a detailed report [as their submissions to the renewal proposal could suffice--or be updated], but we do need a mechanism to determine which operations or projects, if any, are going to want a no-cost extension beyond April 30, 2007 to expend the already-allocated monies.

Alternatively, if someone is NOT going to be able to expend the monies in an appropriate fashion, we should recover and redeploy them.
Even more important, we need to know if any operation or project is requesting an ADDITIONAL allocation of funds in Year #6.

Liebermann to coordinate with Rivers and Ross to call for these updated reports and budget assessments, with a target deadline of November 1.

Facilities and Infrastructure Development Committees to review these materials in November and be prepared to submit recommendations to the ExComm by the Fall AGU.
Note that Year #6 of COMPRES I can run concurrently with the first year of COMPRES II, if we submit a request and it is approved by Lambert.
6.  MOU between HPSynC and COMPRES.

Liebermann to write to Mao & Co to confirm that the MOU drafted and sent to the PIs in August 2006 is acceptable to all.

7.  High P Workshop at the Geophysical Lab in January 2007.

Lieberman to write to Goncharov et al to obtain clarification of relationship of this Workshop to the Commission on High Pressure.

8.  NSF International Partnership programs--see earlier correspondence with Joe Smyth.

This is the same program to which Jiuhua Chen submitted an unsuccessful proposal under the COMPRES umbrella last year [in fact under the Stony Brook umbrella, as there are only 3 proposals allowed per institution].

Liebermann has informed Smyth that he would have to go in under the University of Colorado umbrella as the Stony Brook quota is already filled.

9.  Computational mineral physics and COMPRES.

There had been some mention of a working group meeting or workshop in September 2006, but Wentzcovitch informed Liebermann that such a meeting would have to be deferred due to scheduling conflicts.
10.  Committee meetings at the Fall AGU Meeting in San Francisco, December 11-15, 2006

Once again, we will convene breakfast meeting of all the COMPRES committees during the Fall AGU Meeting in San Francisco, at the XYZ Restaurant.

Possible dates include
Monday, Dec 11

Tuesday, Dec 12

Wednesday Dec 13

Thursday, Dec 14

Rivers and Ross to canvass the members of their committees for their preferred days.

ExComm breakfast to be either Wednesday, Dec 13 or Thursday, Dec 14 AFTER we know which days the other committees prefer to meet.

11.  SMEC Meeting in April 2007 in Miami

In response to request from Surendra Saxena for $15K in support of this meeting, the ExComm decided to offer to be a sponsor for this meeting but not to offer any financial support.

12.  High Pressure Mineral Physics Seminar in Sendai, Japan in May 2007

Mike Brown has obtained verbal commitments of shared financial support from Geochemistry and Geophysics programs in EAR at NSF, contingent on obtaining some funding from the NSF International Programs office.

13.  Video conferencing facilities for ExComm meetings

After some discussion, the ExComm decided NOT to pursue this option and to continue instead to use the high-fidelity teleconferencing system currently in use.

14.  Next Meeting:

Wednesday, October 11 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM [East Coast time]

