16 September 2005
Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting on September 14, 2005

Attending:  Green, Bass, Weidner, Williams, Rivers, Ross, and Liebermann

Absent:  Brown [due to gas leak in department building at University of Washington]
1.  Proposal for a Workshop on “Probing the shocked state using femtosecond X-ray pulses” generated by the new LINAC Coherent Light Source being developed at SLAC at Stanford using free-electron lasers.  Date Dec 3-4, 2005 [just before the Fall AGU] and requested budget of $20K from COMPRES to be supplemented by $5K from the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.  The ExComm expressed its interest in the potential that this new experimental capability may provide for experiments at high pressures and temperatures for materials relevant to earth and planetary sciences.  ExComm voted to approve funding at the level of $5K at this time, with a request to the organizers[Simon Clark, Y. Gupta, R. Jeanloz, R. Hemley, J. Hastings] that they provide a list of tentative speakers [from U. S. and abroad] and also seek other funding from SLAC and LCLS.

2.  Election of Vice Chair.  Ballots sent out and due Sept 16.  As of Sept 15, 29 of the 44 U.S. member institutions.  The President sent a reminder to the other 15 institutions asking that their ballots be sent via express mail to arrive on Sept. 16.  

3.  Appointment of a Secretary for the ExComm.  After there were no volunteers for this position, the Chair proposed that the newly-elected Vice Chair serve in this capacity.  This was endorsed by the ExComm and continues the tradition initiated during the past 3 years when Shun Karato served as Secretary while he was the Vice Chair.
4.  Annual reports for Facilities Operations and Infrastructure Development Projects.  Rivers and Ross were encouraged to issue a call for these reports immediately, so that these can be received by November 1, 2005, thus providing sufficient time for their evaluation by the appropriate Standing Committee and submission of recommendations to the ExComm at the breakfast meetings during the Fall AGU in San Francisco during the week of December 5-9, 2005.
5.  Call for new ID proposals to be issued soon by Ross, again with deadline of Nov. 1.

This call was sent to the COMPRES-L listserve on September 15, 2005; this listserve reaches 250-300 people in the COMPRES community.

6.  Update on Johnson noise project
I. Getting, N. Nishiyama, Y. Wang and M. Rivers submitted a progress report on cell development for the Johnson noise thermometry project in June 2005, along with a plan to complete the testing at the University of Colorado in 2005, transfer of the equipment to the University of Chicago in early 2006, and subsequent testing by GSECARS at the APS in 2006-07.  Y. Wang submitted a budget request for two years of funding for a half-time postdoc to work on this project at the APS under his supervision; other half of the funding for the postdoc to come from GSECARS.  Residual funds from University of Colorado would be transferred to the University of Chicago, thus requiring about $5K in new monies in Year $4 [May 2005 to April 2006] from COMPRES;  in Year #5, additional funding of $34K was requested of COMPRES.  There was a lengthy discussion of the status of this project and the proposed plan for 2005-07.  Ross and Liebermann were asked to provide a history of the progress reports on this project and also seek confirmation from Yanbin Wang of his commitment to the project and his comments on the feasibility of the plan [both of these tasks were accomplished on 9-15-05 and the information sent to the ExComm].

The ExComm tabled further discussion of this plan and the budget request until the next meeting on September 26.

7.  Request for supplemental funding for Brillouin project at the APS.  ID Committee now considering the latest submission by Bass, a copy of which was provided to the ExComm.  This item was tabled until the meeting of Sept 26, in the expectation that a recommendation would be forthcoming from the ID Committee by that date.
8.  LAPTRON fallout meeting-- Weidner and Liebermann reported on meeting on Sept 13 at LANSCE at Los Alamos, which was devoted to a discussion of the consequences of the unsuccessful proposal to the NSF Division of Materials Research in January 2005 in its Instrumentation for Materials Research-Major Instrumentation Projects [IMP-MIP] program.  Unfortunately, none of the PIs or Co-PIs [Louca, Egami, Johnson, Lesher, Navrotsky] were in attendance, but Y. Zhao summarized the outcome, and C. Tulk also gave a talk on the current status of developments on the high-pressure beamline at the SNS [the Spallation Neutrons and Pressure (SNAP) project of Parise, Hemley, Mao and Tulk].  There was extensive discussion of the optimum strategies for the future, and this discussion will be continued at the High Pressure Summit meeting on Sept 24-25, 2005 on Long Island.  
9.  High P Summit meeting--Liebermann reported on plans for this meeting on Sept 24-25, which is being convened by COMPRES at the behest of  N. Woodward at DOE and D. Lambert at NSF.  At least part of the motivation for this summit meeting was to clarify and confirm the relationship and complimentarity of GSECARS and COMPRES, both of which will be submitting renewal proposals in 2006 to the NSF [and in the case of GSECARS to DOE-BES].

The topic of the relationship of GSECARS and COMPRES will be on the agenda for the High Pressure Summit meeting.  Attendees at present include: 
Don Bilderback--CHESS 
Simon Clark--ALS

Harry Green--COMPRES-Chair of the Executive Committee

Rus Hemley--CDAC and U2 A at the NSLS

Dave Mao--HPCAT and X-ray DAC facilities at the NSLS

John Parise--SNAP

Mark Rivers--GSECARS and X-ray DAC facilities at the NSLS

Nancy Ross--Infrastructure Development Committee of COMPRES and PI on Neutron Studies initiative 
Steve Sutton--GSECARS

Chris Tulk--SNAP at the SNS 
Don Weidner--Multi-anvil facilities at the NSLS 
Joe Zaug--LLNL, one of the HIgh P partners at the NSLS

Yusheng Zhao--LANSCE at Los Alamos

Bob Liebermann--Convener, President of COMPRES. 
The plan is to produce a report for the other program managers at the NSF and DOE and then to schedule a visit to the DC area sometime in October or November to present this report to them in person. 
We in COMPRES had been operating since May 2005 on the understanding that the timing of both the GSECARS and COMPRES renewal proposals would be synchronized and both due in August 2006.   As a consequence of constraints on DOE procedures for renewing existing grants/contracts, this schedule has now been changed.

In February, 2006, GSECARS will submit an identical renewal proposal to both the NSF and the DOE, with separate budgets; a site visit to review this proposal will occur in May 2006 at the APS, at which COMPRES will be invited to attend and participate as an interested party.

In August 2006, COMPRES will submit its renewal proposal [for funding from May 2007 to April 2012] to the NSF-EAR-IF program; a site visit will occur in November 2006 to review this proposal.
10.  Status of request for supplemental funding.  D. Lambert has this request for an additional $140K [for equipment for DAC facilities at the NSLS and one student beamline intern] under consideration and expects to act our this request once decisions have been made on funding to the IF Program in FY06 [which commences Oct 1, 2005].  
11.  Site for 2006 Annual Meeting.  Ann Lattimore is assembling proposals/quotations from sites in the Boulder area, and also in Santa Fe.  The Executive Committee hopes to make a decision ASAP and announce it to the community.  The dates for this meeting are now set as June 20-23, 2006 and these dates have been publicized to the COMPRES community.
12.  Discussion of Jeanloz "piece" on diversity in geosciences.  Tabled to meeting of Sept 26, especially to allow M. Brown to participate in the discussion.
13.  Next Meeting

Monday, September 26, 2005

4:00 to 6:00 PM [East Coast time]
