20 April 2009

Minutes of the Executive Committee of COMPRES from meeting on April 20, 2009

Attending:  Williams, Bass, Tyburczy, Weidner, Duffy, and Liebermann

Absent:  Agee and Sharp
1.  Minutes/notes for the ExComm meeting of March 20, 2009.  
Approved for installation on website.

2.  Discussions of topics for visits by Quentin Williams and Bob Liebermann to DC and Arlington on April 27-28

a.  EAR at NSF--meet with Bob Detrick and David Lambert

Purpose:  Inform Detrick and Lambert of outcomes of Tempe Workshop and seek 
guidance for the subsequent report on long-range science plan for high-pressure 
Earth sciences.

Breakfast meeting with Robin Reichlin on April 28.

b.  IRIS HQ--meet with David Simpson and Bob Woodward.


Purpose:  Discuss collaborations and interactions of COMPRES and IRIS 
communities.

c.  DOE-BES--meet with Nick Woodward and colleagues [Helen Kerch, Roger Klaffky, Pedro Montano. Harriett Kung]

Purpose:  Describe involvement of COMPRES community in planning for mid-
term renewal at the APS and new synchrotron at NSLS II.


Learn how COMPRES activities can compliment ongoing programs in BES.

d.  Geophysical Lab--meet with Bob Hazen and colleagues

Purpose: Learn about "Deep Carbon Observatory."

3.  Proposal Writing Workshop at the 2009 Annual Meeting--for grad students and postdocs

a.  Should we encourage such a workshop?
ExComm likes this idea but, in view of the short time before the Bretton Woods meeting, suggests a roundtable panel discussion led by faculty members.
b.  Whom should we recruit to organize and run it?
Liebermann to consult graduate student representative and ascertain if they would want COMPRES to organize such a roundtable.  Done on 20 April 2009.

If the idea meets with the approval of the graduate students, Liebermann to “recruit” some faculty to lead this discussion.  

Other resources:
Sonia Esperanca agreed to provide some background materials for such a workshop.

Tyburczy informed the ExComm of a NSF Regional Grants preparation conference held at Arizona State in late March 2009.  See details at

http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/outreach.jsp

4.  Distinguished Lecture Series for 2009 and 2010.

Jie (Jackie) Li of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and Harry Green of UC Riverside have accepted the invitations of Carl Agee to be the lecturers for next year.

Liebermann is working with Agee on advertisements to be placed in EOS and journals [Earth, etc].

ExComm also recommended mailing letters to heads/chairs of all Earth Science departments in U. S. universities.
5.  Advisory Council

Terms of Wang-ping Chen and Malcolm Nicol are ending in June 2009.

Need nominations for two persons to replace them.

Note current members include:

	Advisory Council

Wang-ping Chen, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign [2006-2009]
Edward Garnero, Arizona State University [2008-2011]
Chi-Chang Kao, Brookhaven National Laboratory [2003-2011] 
Louise Kellogg, University of California at Davis [2007-2010]
William McDonough, University of Maryland [2007-2010]
Malcolm Nicol, University of Nevada at Las Vegas [2006-2009] 

All members were asked to nominate two (2) persons for the Advisory Council.

Liebermann will then assemble the list of nominees and call for a straw ballot to see whether clear "winners" emerge.  If not, then we can revote or put the item on the agenda for the next ExComm meeting.

For past history of membership on the Advisory Council, you can see

http://www.compres.stonybrook.edu/People/Committees/Advisory_Comm%20History.htm

or the table appended below.
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6.  Funding opportunities from NSF—HOLD PENDING VISIT OF WILLIAMS AND LIEBERMANN TO NSF.
7.  Request for $5,000 for IUCr workshop in Harbin, China in July 2009
The ExComm was impressed by the wide range of scientific sessions and the list of invited speakers.  Indeed, several members expressed the desire to attend the workshop. 
However, in view of other commitments to workshops in 2009, the ExComm has decided not to allocate financial support to the IUCr Workshop in Harbin.
8.  2009 Annual Meeting of COMPRES at Bretton Woods in June 2009

a.  Report on registration from Liebermann.

As of 17 April 2009, 43 people had registered for the meeting. 

The ExComm encouraged Liebermann to write to attendees at the preceding Gordon Conference on Interior of the Earth and encourage them to attend the COMPRES meeting following.
b.  Sponsors:  

Nine industrial sponsors have promised $500 each for total of almost $4,500 to date.

These are listed on the meeting website and include:  Almax, Blake Industries, D'Anvils, Depths of the Earth,
easyLab, Foxwoods, MG63, Rockland Research, and Technodiamant

c.  Site visit by Emily Vance on April 6-8.
Emily was very impressed by the conference facilities at the Mt Washington Resort in Bretton Woods and with the efficiency of the staff there with whom she will be working.
d.  Souvenir T-shirts from Depths of the Earth--Agee reports that he is moving ahead with designs in consultation with the graphic artist.
9.  Online publications database for COMPRES.—ITEM TABLED FOR SUBSEQUENT EXCOMM MEETING.
In January 2009, the Facilities Committee recommended establishing such a database.  

"...We have one other recommendation that applies to all facilities. We suggest that COMPRES establish an up-to-date, on-line publications data on the COMPRES webpage similar to those found at synchrotron facility websites. At this site, COMPRES members would be able to directly enter their own publications. This will streamline the process of collecting COMPRES publications, document our successes to the larger community, and impress upon the user community the need to recognize COMPRES in their publications arising from facilities and infrastructure development projects..."

a.  Should we initiate such a database for COMPRES-publications?
b.  Who/how should organize this?

10.  Teaching Mineral Physics across the Curriculum.

Liebermann to report on recent developments.
See Carleton College website at for current state of contributions:

http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/mineralogy/mineral_physics.html

11.  "Feedback" reports from Standing Committees and ExComm to PIs on ID projects and Community Facilities operations

Based on the review of the Annual Progress Reports for Year #2 and the Program Plans and Budget Requests for Year #3, the Standing Committees and the Executive Committee of COMPRES authorized Liebermann to prepare and 
convey to the PIs on the Facilities operations and Infrastructure Development projects specific "feedback" which the PIs are encouraged to consider as they move forward.  We hope that the PIs will address these topics in their oral report to the COMPRES community at the 2009 Annual Meeting in Bretton Woods, on June 19-22, and in next year's annual progress report which will be due in November 2009.

12.  Elections for 2009

Nancy Ross and her Nominations Committee [Bill Durham and Rick O'Connell] have submitted a slate of potential candidates.

Liebermann has contacted these persons and ascertain whether they are willing to stand for election.
We hope to have a full slate of candidates by the end of April, so that ballots can be mailed to the Electors/Alternate Electors by mid-May.
13.  Update on search for new President of COMPRES

Williams to report.  

Liebermannrecused.

14.  Next meeting of ExComm

Friday, May 1, 2009 

2:00 to 4:00 PM [East Coast time]




